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GOSHEN – Opponents of Legoland want to spread the word that the $500 million 

amusement park project is not “a done deal” despite support for it from town and county 

officials. 

About 40 opponents squeezed into the village law office of attorney Michael Sussman on 

Tuesday evening, laying out plans to make their feelings known to residents and officials 

alike, as well as mine for detailed information to arm their fight. 

People said Goshen’s potable water and sewer infrastructure was inadequate to deal with an 

estimate 1.5 million to 2.5 million visitors in the park’s first year. Traffic was also a concern. 

“It’s not just Goshen; it’s every community along Route 17,” said Chester resident Pat 

Dwyer, a former Democratic candidate for Orange County Executive. “Everyone has 

discovered Route 17M on weekends. You can’t get home.” 

Goshen volunteer firefighter Glen Holt said the community’s fire service was operating at 

half strength. He said Legoland will need to operate its own fire department. And on 

weekends, he said, heavy Route 17 traffic already delays firefighters from responding to 

vehicle fires. 

Some residents questioned the local benefits of a project that Merlin Entertainments, the 

owner of Legoland Parks, intends to support with property tax breaks from the Orange 

County Industrial Development Agency. 

John Houlihan of Goshen also doubted that local businesses would prosper. 

“Everything will be self-contained in that park,” Houlihan said. 

Supporters for the project are pro-development forces including the Orange County 

Partnership. Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus has supported it, as has Orange 

County Chamber of Commerce CEO Lynn Allen Cione. Town Supervisor Douglas Bloomfield 

has said that while people want to keep Goshen as it is, he had “utmost confidence” 

Legoland would work to fit in with the community. 

Sussman, long known for taking on the status quo, told residents assembled in his office 

that they needed to organize. They needed to determine, he said, if there’s enough support 



for their cause among owners of property near the site to make a supermajority Town Board 

vote necessary to approve it. 

He called the project “radically out of scale for the area," and urged the opponents to think 

positively. 

“A small number of people can make a difference,” Sussman said. “Projects like this can be 

stopped if people will it.” 
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